
 

  

 
Student companies with sustainability at their heart take 

home this year’s FedEx Access Awards 
 
FedEx Express awards Wasteful from Bulgaria and Scribo from Slovakia the FedEx Access 
Award at JA Europe entrepreneurship festival Gen-E 
 
Vilnius, 15 July 2020 — FedEx Express, a subsidiary of FedEx Corp (NYSE: FDX), awarded its signature 
FedEx Access Awards to student-run start-up Wasteful from Bulgaria and mini company Scribo from 
Slovakia, at the JA Europe entrepreneurship festival, Gen-E.  
 
Wasteful, run by four young entrepreneurs from the Institute of Mineralogy in Bulgaria, developed a 
process that turns waste into durable and affordable pavement tiles. While the pilot product has 
already been used for pavements in the students’ city, the start-up is only at the beginning of its 
journey, with plans to develop more construction products such as bricks, tiles or insulation all over 
Europe and the globe.  
 
With similar ambitions to reduce waste and preserve the natural environment, mini company Scribo, 
led by a team of students from Gymnázium Poštová 9, in Košice in Eastern Slovakia, offers a solution 
to dry-erase markers that are not being recycled. Each year, 35 billion plastic markers go to waste. 
Scribo’s zero-waste dry-erase whiteboard markers are made of recycled wax which never dries out 
and does not need a plastic cap, producing no excess waste. The students are on a mission to make 
every school and company progressively more sustainable with a novel, environmentally friendly way 
of writing on whiteboards. 
 
“Once again, this year we have been blown away by the creativity and business acumen of these 
young people, who fearlessly take on the major challenges our communities face. The ideas they have 
come up with are scalable globally and will make a difference to our planet. As main partner of Gen-E 
2021, we are very proud to recognize Wasteful and Scribo with the FedEx Access Award, and look 
forward to working with the young entrepreneurs to further develop their businesses and tap into our 
expertise for them to take on new markets”, said Helena Jansson, Senior Vice President, Finance 
International at FedEx Express.  
 
Salvatore Nigro, CEO of JA Europe said: “Every year, and increasingly, more than half of the thousands 
of student companies and start-ups created through the JA entrepreneurship education programmes 
focus on the global environmental challenges our societies face. Our youth have these issues at heart 
and through their entrepreneurial experiences, they show solutions exist for a better connected, more 
sustainable future. We are very grateful to FedEx Express for supporting our youth to think big, wide 
and far, and for helping them to bring their ideas to the next level through individual mentorship and 
counselling.”   
 
Wasteful and Scribo are two companies created by students who participated in the Junior 
Achievement Start-up Programme and Company Programme, and which successfully found their way 
to the European Competition Gen-E, virtually hosted by JA Lithuania from 29 June until 15 July. Gen-
E is a celebration of youth entrepreneurship and of the achievements of Europe’s students, who 
showcase their cutting-edge business ideas and are recognised with prestigious awards and special 
prizes.  
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About Gen-E 
Gen-E is Europe’s largest Entrepreneurship Festival and a celebration of youth entrepreneurship and 
of the achievements of Europe’s students, who showcase their cutting edge business ideas and are 
recognised with prestigious awards and special prizes. Gen-E is all of us—Boomers, Gen X, Millennials 
and Gen Z—Europeans who believe in the importance of Education, Entrepreneurship and 
Employment. The ones who choose action over stagnation and see every challenge as an opportunity. 
A new Generation of Entrepreneurs, of heroes who change things and challenge the world for the 
better. Gen-E is organised by JA Europe, and this year hosted virtually by JA Lithuania. 
 
About JA Europe 
JA Europe is the largest non-profit in Europe dedicated to preparing young people for employment 
and entrepreneurship. JA Europe is a member of JA Worldwide® which for 100 years has delivered 
hands on, experiential learning in entrepreneurship, work readiness and financial literacy. JA creates 
pathways for employability, job creation and financial success. Last school year, the JA network in 
Europe reached almost 4 million young people across 40 countries with the support of nearly 100,000 
business volunteers and over 140,000 teachers/educators. 
 
About FedEx 
FedEx Corp. (NYSE: FDX) provides customers and businesses worldwide with a broad portfolio of 
transportation, e-commerce and business services. With annual revenue of $69 billion, the company 
offers integrated business solutions through operating companies competing collectively and 
managed collaboratively, under the respected FedEx brand. Consistently ranked among the world’s 
most admired and trusted employers, FedEx inspires its more than 500,000 team members to remain 
focused on safety, the highest ethical and professional standards and the needs of their customers 
and communities. To learn more about how FedEx connects people and possibilities around the world, 
please visit about.fedex.com. 
 
JA Europe press contact: 
Minna Melleri: minna@jaeurope.org  
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